
Nanking Massacre 

(1937)

• Agitated by Battle of Shanghai

• Nanking KMT/Nationalist capital

• Nanking Safety Zone (foreigners)

• Japanese occupation

• 323,000 POWS killed

• 200,000-300,000 civilians lost

• “Comfort Women”

• Experiments, bayonet practice,

water torture



Chijiu Zhan!

Protracted War!

• (January 1938) Prolong war against Japan

• CCP: guerrilla warfare (positional)

• CCP: infiltration & attacking rear areas

• KMT: traditional warfare

• KMT: worries about CCP in North (“high 

alert” for warlords & communists)

• CCP spreads its message as fights

• CCP exceeds peasant expectations



The Burma Road

• Japan closes major foreign ports in China

• (1937-1939) 717 miles thanks to 200,000

• This OR fly “Hump” to supply Nationalists

• Hubs: Lashio (Burma) to Kunming (China)

• (1940) Britain caves  for 3 months 

• (1942) Japan invades Burma: road closed!

• (1945) Stillwell Road (Ledo Road) done:

500 miles from India to Chinese hub

http://home.comcast.net/~cbi-theater-2/yankcbi/yank_cbi_2.html


Tripartite Pact 

(September 1940)

• Establishes “Axis Powers”

• Italy, Germany, & Japan

• Ten years of cooperation

• Acknowledge “spheres”

• “Assist one another”

• Hitler didn’t know about PH

• (1941) Hitler declares war 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/73/1938_Naka_yoshi_sangoku.jpg


Soviet-Japanese Neutrality Pact 

(April 1941)

• Soviets fear Nazi success more

• Japan bogged down in China

• (1939) Khalkyn Gol (Decisive battle?

Nomonhan Incident: 6th Army routed!)

• Mutually respect territories in Asia

• Neutrality if other at war (security)

• Five year duration, unless . . .

• Soviets lie & declare war (1945)



Greater East Asia 

Co-Prosperity Sphere

• (1941) Official report drafted  

• Japan, Manchukuo, & China

• SE Asia & Pacific Islands

• Promote “Pan-Asianism”

• “Liberate” Asia from West

• Resources, trade, & support

• Hierarchy with Japan-core

• Initially, some success . . .


